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Who first lived in Britain? (Bronze and Iron age)
History Topic:


	Key Vocabulary

	BCE
	BC is a way of dating years before the birth of Jesus. The bigger the number BC, the longer ago in history is was.

	CE
	AD is used to show dates after the birth of Jesus. This year is AD 2020.

	Bronze
	A metal alloy made from a mixture of copper and tin. It is a much harder and more long-lasting material than stone or copper alone.

	Celts
	A modern term for the people living in Europe during the Iron Age. The ‘Celts’ were made up of many different tribes. The word ‘Celt’ comes from a Greek word.

	Druids
	Druids were the priests of the tribes we call ‘Celts’

	Tribe
	A group of people, often related through family, culture and language, usually with one leader

	Iron
	A metal that is stronger and harder than bronze.


Background understanding for teachers and parents

The Bronze Age is a time period when bronze replaced stone as the preferred material for making tools and weapons. This led to improvements in agriculture and brought with it changes in the way people live. Some groups of Bronze Age people developed early writing and other important advances included irrigation, the wheel and the potter’s wheel. Different societies entered the Bronze Age at differing times. 

'The Iron Age' is the name given to the time period (from approximately 500 BC to 43 AD in Britain) where iron became the preferred choice of metal for making tools. In Europe, The Iron Age marks the end of prehistory after the Stone Age and the Bronze Age. In Britain, the end of the Iron Age is linked to the spread of Roman culture following the Roman invasion of 43 AD.
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