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	Key Vocabulary	
	Definition

	Life cycle
	Series of changes that happen to a living thing over the course of its lifetime.

	Reproduction
	Process that produces offspring.

	Gestation
	The amount of time it takes for a baby to develop inside the womb.

	Fertilisation
	Male and female cells combine to create a new life.

	Metamorphosis
	Transforming from an immature form to an adult.


	In sexual reproduction, sex cells from male and female animals join together. This is called fertilisation.
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Sperm are the male sex cells.




	
Sometimes the offspring is internally formed (inside) the female’s body and sometimes it is externally formed (outside) the female’s body. 
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Living things reproduce to produce offspring of their own kind either by:


Internal development
External development
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(involving two parents) 

Asexual reproduction
(cloning) 



This results in fertilisation, and eventually seeds are released. 
Pollen produced by the male parts (stamen) of the plant need to touch the female parts (carpal) of another plant. 
Sexual reproduction in flowering plants works by pollination. 

[image: See the source image][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: See the source image][image: See the source image]These grow into offspring.
Example of plants that reproduce asexually and are identical copies of their parents:
Ferns
Runners
Tubers
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The Human Life Cycle
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