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Description automatically generated][image: https://www.skegbyjunioracademy.org/_site/images/design/logo.png]How did Britain change during the 17th Century?
Year 5 and 6
Autumn 2 
Key vocabulary
Chronological
Events are placed in time order.
Century
A period of 100 years.
Treason
A criminal act against your own country or  to overthrow the government.
Parliament
The building where the government make decisions and work.
 Civil war
Fighting between groups from the same country.
Restoration  
The act of returning something that was lost or damaged.
Monarchy
The head of the royal family.
Commonwealth 
Independent countries that used to be a part of the British Empire. 
Bubonic Plague
A disease that was caused by fleas that were carried on rats.
Symptoms
The signs of an illness.

1603
Accession of King James I, first Stuart monarch of England 
1605
The Gunpowder Plot 
1611
First version of the King James Bible authorised
1625
Accession of King Charles I 
1642-46
English Civil War
1649
Trial and execution of Charles I
1653
Oliver Cromwell becomes the Lord Protector
1658
Oliver Cromwell dies – his son becomes Lord Protector 
1660
Parliament invites Charles II to return to England. He is restored to the throne. 
1660
Samuel Pepys begins his diary
1665
The Great Plague
1666
The Great Fire of London
1675
Foundation stone for St. Paul’s Cathedral laid. 
1685
Death of Charles and accession of King James II. 
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Oliver Cromwell – Best known for being Lord Protector of the Commonwealth after the defeat of King Charles I in the Civil War. 
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King Charles II – son of Charles I and King of England between 1660-1685. Known as the “Merry Monarch”.
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King Charles I – King of England between 1625-1649. Was executed as he committed treason. 

Timeline of key events[image: ]
The 17th Century in Britain was a period of huge political and social upheaval. This century witnessed years of war, terror and bloodshed. Events which are still acknowledged today, such as: The Great Fire of London, The Great Plague, The Gunpowder Plot and The English Civil War. It is also the only century in the last millennium during which there was a period when England had no ruling monarchy and became a republic.
Background understanding for teachers and parents
History Topic:
Key people from the time
Skegby Junior Academy – Knowledge Organiser
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